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VEGETABLE  INDUSTRY  Qg  THE  MEXICAN  WEST  COast  a/ 

indicates XtythpEt  C°!TOl1td  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  of  Mexico 
Coas?  this  ^L^eiaCreage/feVOted  t0  fre*h  vegetables  on  the  Mexican  West 
vort  receive    in  th    "°nslder£bly  less  than  last  year,  according  to  a  re- 
«£o?lZV  Vice  Consul  J. 

area  of  59  194  T-  *  ^_  1  f         1926-27  season  there  was  a  planted 

which  the  iertshab      indu^l  i     th~ut  the  thirteen  River  Valleys  in 
indicate  that  only  36  onn      5        C  °nC,entrated>  v'hil*  present  estimates 
The  cause       t     l    J  *  ^  06  planted  durin^  the  1927"28  season, 

factors    plL^r  Yn  aCreage  tMs  S6as0n  raa'v  be  attributed  to  two 

new  season'rcrup!  *****  *?*  lnSeCt  PGSts  and  a  lack  of  ^s  to  finance  the 

ff»fc»l5^^,!nS2tStir  t0^at0/Cre5e  of  the  Mexican  West  Coast  has 
Mr.   Ivesf    It  is  ,rt  ^w^'  aphiS  and  *ofo  (pUffy  fruit>'  st*te* 
cent  of    he    omat  ^      ln  S°me  °f  the  Valleys  from  70  to  8°  P« 

and  January      The  late  r^f  f°r  *******  d^ing  December 

fairly  good' condlt  ion  wlV     ^     ?5  harvested  in  February  and  March  was  in 
through  the    1  ^  ^  F1°rida  cro*  came  »  ^  the  same  time  and 

Mexican  West °H£ w-e  ?    ^  T^S  markets  °f  the  UnitPd  ^ates  the 
that  one  of  the  two  larSst  '?  '°  £Uffer  a  £6VGre  loss'   *°  ™ch  sC 

from  business  and  the  of tl    f^ng  fxrms  was  forced  to  withdraw  entirely 
the  coming  y^      Prlcti     l"i       "<^anlM  in  0rder  tc  ^am  finance,  for 
financed  by  the ~e  twfj 7  ?  th3  srna11  &r°^erz  last  seas0n  v'Gre 

of  finances  the^927  2R  T         ^  ^  °Ut  °f  busin«s  ^nd  the  other  short 
'  acreage  had  to  be  reduced. 

aommarv  otf  1^-*7jirr^ 

combined°withrneSy  Ws^rn  enc™tered  during  the  early  oart  of  the  season 
growing  section!  IL  T       ^  plant  di^asec  in  the  leading 

brought  a  premature  ITf^H  P°°r  V***  distrifeition  **  the  United  States 
flAtPd    a  Premature  311(1  disastrous  close  to  the  1926-2?  shining  season  Tn 

a'ddl  ionl    TJtolVt?  COr^Td  WUh  abn0rmal  in  the  Ldust'y  wart 

season.    In  Stt^tT^V?:  ^  VirtUal  faiW  °f  the  1926-27 
ing  facilities    !uffpr!A      yi!ldS  thG  groWers>  throu^  lack  of  proper  market- 
shLments  Ih^  2    if  7  flnancial  losse=  d^  to  improper  diversion  c: 

f&taiSSiSr"^  narkf'ts  and  orifices  of  carlots  at  a 

-ero  shipped  £  SLSSl^JS'f  ^  °f  ?ransPort^ion.     Numerous  carloads 
heavily  K.eawd^w£lLS  ^    ?°ndlt3°»  °nlv  to  «"jr*re  at  their  destination 
j5eaaocl,    nailhead"  having  developed  *hile  the  oars  were  in  transit. 

EconomLrfrorvL%bp3ed  ?n/^orts  received~iTThe~3u7eIu  Tf^rTcu'lTural 
Burslev    t    ,  nSul  J'  '>,in£0r  Ive£  at  Mazatlan;  Consul  Herbert  S. 

i^rsiey  at  Guaymas  and  Consul  H.  C-D^om  ,at  Nogales.         qJ*  „  ,  - 
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Considering  the  area  planted,  5°, 194  acres,  which  was  the  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  industry  on  the  West  Coast,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no 
more  than  50  per  cent  of  the  crop  was  of  exportable  quality,  due  to  the  un- 
precedented prevalence  of  insect  pests  and  plant  diseases-     Original  esti- 
mates made  in  November,  1926,  by  the  Traffic  Department  of  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  of  Mexico  placed  anticipated  exports  for  1926-27  at  9,400 
carloads  as  compared  with  4,434  carloads  from  41,450  acres  in  1925-26.  Due 
to  the  causes  above  mentioned,  total  shipments  for  the  season  amounted  to 
only  6,269  carloads.     The  increase  of  approximately  42  per  cent  in  shipments 
during  1926-27,  notwithstanding  the  adverse  factors,  is  of  soecial  significant 
to  growers  in  California,  Texas  and  Florida  and  other  states  with  the  prod- 
ucts of  which  the  Mexican  vegetables  comoete. 

Perishable  Crops  Main  faming  Enterprise 

The  agricultural  wealth  of  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico  lies  mainly  in 
its  thirteen  or  fourteen  river  valleys  where  rich  soil  is  found  and  where 
there  is  a  sufficient  water  supply  for  the  irrigation  of  all  available  acre- 
age.    The  favorable  soil  and  climatic  conditions  prevailing  there  enable  pro- 
ducers to  ship  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  to  the  American  market  early  in 
the  winter  when  top  market  prices  are  obtainable. 

The  territory  usually  referred  to  as  the  Mexican  West  Coast  consists 
of  the  three  nofrthermost  States  of  Sonora,  Sinaloa  and  Nayarit,  lying  along 
the  Gulf  of  California  and  separated  from  Central  Mexico  by  the  Sierre  Madre 
Mountains,  which  make  that  area  a  distinct  producing  and  trading  unit  within 
the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

The  most  important  of  the  perishables  grown  on  the  West  Coast  of  Mexico 
are  tomatoes,  peas,  cantaloupes,  chilis,  watermelons,  onions,  and  oranges,  but 
considerable  quantities  of  cucumbers,  garlic,  potatoes,  lettuce,  honey  dew 
melons,  string  beans,  cauliflower,  egg  plant,  lemons  and  bananas  are  also 
produced.    Practically  all  of  the  West  Coast  products  are  exported  to  the 
American  and  the  Canadian  market.     The  commodities  are  shipped  to  the  northern 
markets  over  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  of  Mexico  which  traverses  the  entire 
area  from  Topic  in  the  State  of  Nayarit  to  Nogales,  Sonora  just  across  the 
border  from  Nogales,  Arizona.     From  that  point  they  are  distributed  over  var- 
ious railway  lines  to  the  different  markets  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Statistics  compiled  by  the  traffic  bureau  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Rail- 
way of  Mexico  on  exports  of  'Vest  Coast  perishables  during  the  past  six  or 
cevtn  years  shew  that  the  State  of  Sinaloa  produces  about  78  per  cent  of  the 
total  car  lot  shipments ,  Nayarit  about  12  per  cent  and  Sonora  a!>out  10  per  cent. 
Exports  of  perishables  have  increased  from  1,009  carloads  in  1920-21  to  6,389 
carloads  in  1926-27.     Thus  it  is  seen  that  th^  industry  of  growing  fresh  vege- 
tables for  the  winter  market  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  is  assuming  great- 
er proportions  year  by  ^ear.     While  the  production  of  these  cropu  is  now  one 
of  the  main  sources  of  income  the  steadily  increasing  demand  has  stimulated 
the  agricultural  development  of  the  entire  West  Coast  and  in  recent  years  in- 
creasing attention  has  b^en  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  corn,  "h°at,  garban- 
zos,  rice,  sui;ar  cane  and  other  crops.     Tomatoes  arc  by  far  the  m^st  important 
of  all  the  perishables  shipped  to  the  northern  markets,  constituting  about  75 
per  cent  of  the  total  West  Coast  exports  of  winter  fruits  and  vegetables. 


V-1 


-  3  - 


Regional  Distribution  ,o.f ..Crons. 

As  stated  above,  the  vegetable  industry  of  the  Mexican  West  Coast 
is  concentrated  mainly  in  the  River  Valleys.     The  Fuerte  River  Valley  in 
the  State  of  Sinaloa  is  the  leading  producing  section  at  the  n  re  sent  tine. 
This  valley  alone  shins  around  50  ner  cent  of  all  the  perishables  exported 
from  the  West  Coast.     Over  90  per  cent  of  the  e;:ports  from  that  section  con- 
sist of  tomatoes.     The  next  most  important  producing  areas  are  the  Sinaloa 
and  the  Culiacan  River  Valleys  also  in  the  State  of  Sinaloa.     Here  again  to- 
matoes are  the  most  important  of  the  various  perishables  gi*own.     The  next  most 
important  tomato  producing  section  is  in  the  San  Pedro  and  Santiago  River 
Valleys  in  the  State  of  Nayarit . 

Green  peas  are  grown  mainly  in  the  Fuerte,  Sinaloa  and  Culiacan  River 
Valleys  of  Sinaloa  and  in  the  Yaqui  River  Valley  of  Sonora.    Most  of  the  can- 
taloupes come  from  the  Yaqui  River  Valley  although  considerable  quantities 
are  also  produced  in  the  Fuerte,  Sinaloa  and  Culiacan  and  in  the  San  Fedro 
Valleys.     The  Fuerte  River  Valley  yields  most  of  the  peoners  and  the  Sinaloa 
River  Valley  most  of  the  cucumbers.     Most  of  the  onions  come  from  the  Yaqui 
River  Valley.     Practically  all  of  the  oranges  are  grown  in  the  Sonora  River 
Valley  in  the  State  of  Sonora.     The  San  Pedro  Valley  produces  most  of  the 
bananas . 

Seasonal  and  Marketing  Aspects  of  the  Trade 

Mexican  West  Coast  fruits  and  vegetables  begin  to  arrive  in  Nogales 
for  entry  into  the  United  States  late  in  November  and  continue  until  late  in 
June.     The  -oeak  shipments  for  the  season  usually  occur  early  in  April.  After 
that  date  the  West  Coast  supplies  are  unable  to  meet  competition  from  the 
American  crops  of  early  vegetables  because  of  the  long  rail  haul,  the  ccst 
of  refrigeration  and  customs  and  crossing  charges. 

Mexican  West  Coast  tomatoes  are  shipped  into  the  United  States  throtigh- 
out  the  entire  season.    Peas,  peppers  and  lettuce  come  in  principally  during 
the  months  November  to  January  and  cantaloupes  and  melons  during  February  and 
March.     The  shipping  and  marketing  of  the  Mexican  West  Coast  cron  is  largely 
in  the  hands  of  Americans  who  maintain  their  headquarters  in  Nogales  from 
whence  they  direct  the  distribution  of  the  trainloads  as  they  arrive  at  the 
border.     All  customs  entries  are  made  in  Nogales  and  the  season  is  one  of  con- 
siderable activity  for  the  railway,  the  customs  broker,  the  ice  plants,  busi- 
ness men  and  Government  officials  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 

The  increased  demand  in  the  United  States  in  recent  years  for  Mexican 
West  Coast  perishables  has  brought  about  an  increase  in  the  number  cf  firms 
specializing  in  the  sale  and  distribution  of  the  crop.     Too  many  firms  ar<r 
nor-  engaged  in  the  distribution  end  of  the  business  with  a  resultant  lack  of 
organization  and  orderly  marketing,  according  to  Consul  H.  C.  Daiam  at  Itogales. 
Where  formerly  the  distribution  of  the  crop  was  handled  by  only  a  few  well 
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organized  firms,  ,r?ith  connections  in  the  .American  and  Canadian  markets,  and 
each  able  to  dispose  of  the  shipments  promptly  as  they  come  through,  betv/een 
thirty  and  forty  firms  are  now  participating  in  the  marketing  of  the  crop. 
Most  of  these  firms  ooen  for  business  only  when  the  season  commences,  buying 
perishables  in  carload  lots  and  sending  them  to  the  northern  markets  purely 
on  speculation.     As  a  result  the  longer  established  merchants  frequently  find 
their  markets  glutted. 

The  older  dealers  in  Uogales  provide  growers  with  seeds,  fertilizers 
and  other  requirements.    Most  of  them, in  fart,  have  interests  in  the  crop 
aside  from  those  of  shippers  and  distributers.     They  keep  in  close  touch  with 
markets  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  and  as  a  general  rule  send  representa- 
tives during  the  summer  months  to  arrange  for  the  sale  of  the  coning  crop. 
Six  or  seven  years  ago  only  the  western  markets  of  the  United  States  were 
supplied  with  Mexican  'West  Coast  perishables  but  in  recent  years  increasing 
quantities  have  been  shipped  to  the  north  central  markets  and  as  far  east  as 
New  York  City. 

Plant  Diseases  and  Insect  Pests 

The  increasing  prevalence  of  plant  diseases  and  insect  pests,  espec- 
ially in  the  States  of  Sinaloa  and  Nayarit ,  are  causing  considerable  concern 
to  those  interested  in  the  industry.     Plant  diseases  and  insect  nests  are  now 
causing  great  damage  to  the  croos  annually.     In  the  last  few  years  a  number 
of  inspection  stations  have  been  established  for  the  purpocs  of  keeping  clos^ 
guard  on  the  spread  of  diseases  and  nests.     Growers  in  the  Fuerte  River 
Valley  of  Sinaloa  maintain  two  well  equipped  experiment  stations  with  exper- 
ienced entomologists  in  charge  and  during  the  past  two  seasons  ha^e  employed 
aeroplanes  from  the  United  States  for  the  nurnose  of  dusting  infected  areas. 

The  Fuerte  River  Valley  being  the  oldest  producing  region  has  suffered 
more  from  plant  diseases  and  insect  pests  than  the  more  southern  areas  that 
have  been  opened  within  the  past  three  or  four  years.     Increasing  looses, 
however,  are  forcing  growers  in  these  newer  areas  to  adopt  control  measures. 
With  the  concentration  of  the  industry  in  river  valleys  it  has  been  found 
an  exceedingly  difficult  matter  to  control  the  spread  of  plant  diseases  or 
insect  pests  once  an  area  has  become  infested. 

The  various  insect  pests  and  diseases  for  which  control  measures  are 
now  being  resorted  to  on  the  Mexican  West  Coast  are  as  follows:  Cutworms, 
Cucumber  Beetles  or  :' Conhillas"  ,  Thrips,  Aphis,  Root  Knot  or  Nematodes,  Leaf-' 
Roller  Worm,  Tomato  Fruit  Worn,  Blossom  End  Rot,  Flea-Hopper  or  "Piojos", 
Stink-Bugs  or  "Chinchas",  Nailhead  Disease  or  "Clavo",  Phoma  Disease  or 
''Mancha  Negra'1  ,  Cladosforium  Laaf  Mould,  Fusarium  Wilt,  Western  Blight  or 
"Chino",  and  Sclerotial  Blight. 

Crop  Statistics 

Uo  official  service  exists  for  obtaining  crop  information  at  regular 
intervals  from  the  various  producing  areas.     The  Traffic  3nreau  of  the 
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Southern  Pacific  Railway  attempts  to  keep  itself  informed  on  crop  prospects 
and  the  amount  of  perishables  that  it  may  be  called  upon  to  move.    The  rail- 
way depends  for  this  information  on  the  local  station  agents*  Immediately 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  shipping  season,  however,  the  railway  sends 
representatives  to  all  areas  for  a  preliminary  survey..     VJhen  seme  unusual 
condition  develops  in  any  particular  area,  someone  is  usually  sent  to  in- 
vestigate the  situation.    The  Traffic  Bureau  of  the  Southern  Pacific  in  the 
past  has  been  located  at  Guaymas,  but  it  has  recently  been  moved  to  Guada- 
lajara. 

The  following  tabulation  shows  the  number  of  carloads  of  perishables 
exported  during  the  past  seven  seasons  with  percentages: 


FRUITS  A1TD  VEGETABLES:     Exports  to  the  United  States  from  Mexican 

V.'est  Coast 


:  Tomatcer, 

:  Grepn 

Peas. 

:      All  Others 

:  Total 

:  Amount 

:Per  cent 

:  Amount 

:Per  cent 

•  Amount 

:Per  cent 

Season 

:  export  s 

: exnort  ed 

of  total 

:exnorted 

;of  total 

: exported 

:of  total 

:  exports 

:  exports 

:  exports 

:Carloads 

: Carloads 

:Per  cent 

Carloads 

Per  cent 

Carloads 

:Per  cent. 

1920-21. . . 

:  1,009 

900 

:       90  . 

•  109 

:  10 

1921-22. 

:  1,398 

1,141 

82 

:  255 

!  18 

1922-23 . . . 

.  2,195 

1,724 

79 

72 

3 

.  399 

:  18 

1923-24 . . . 

.  2,700 

.  2,058 

76 

88 

4 

:  554 

:  20 

1224-25. . . 

3,500 

2,647 

75 

201  : 

5 

652 

19 

1925-26  

4,434  : 

3,025 

68 

656 

15  : 

753 

19 

19IS-27  

5,289  : 

4,636  . 

74  : 

928  : 

15  : 

725  : 

11 

Compiled  from  records  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  by  Vice  Consul  J. 
TFinsor  Tves  at  Mazatlan,  Sinaloa,  Mexico. 
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FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 


State  and 
Jlojimojiity, 


Tomatoes  

Cantaloupes   

Peas   

Chili   

Onions   

Garlic   

Ictat oes  

Lettuce   

Eoney  Dew  melons.. 
Mixed  vegetables  . 

Oranges   

Watermelons  ...... 

Lemons   

Total   


Ctnalca 

Tomatoes   

Cantaloupes  

Peas  ,  

Chili   

Cucumbers   

Onicns   , 

Potatoes   

Le  t  tuc  e   

Honey  Dew  melons  . 
Mixed  vegetables  . 

Bananas   

Oranges  a/   

Cauliflower   

Egg  Plant   

Total   


GRAND  TOTAL 


Exports  from  the  Mexican  West  Coast  to 
the  United  States 


'  1920-21 


Cars 


2 

67 


77 


848 


23 
14 


888 


Nayarit  ; 

Tomatoes   : 

Cantaloupes   : 

Peas   ; 

Onions   • 

String  beans   : 

Mixed  vegetables  ..: 

Bananas    : 

Total   


44 


44 


• :  1.009 


1921-22 


Car; 


81 


89 


986 
51 

7 

2 


78 
12 


1. 136 


148 

23 


17; 


1932-23 


Car: 


52 


1,228 
52 
69 
91 


115 

9 


1,574 


496 
48 

3 

11 
10 

~568' 


1923-24 


Cars 


1 

55 


61 


1,702 
62 

88 
108 
7 
35 
4 


179 

3 
38 


2.227 


352 
64 

4 


2, 194 


1.711 


1924-25 


Car: 


6 

130 
64 


1 

4 

31 
2 
61 


296 


20 
137 
16? 
1 

29 

21 
13 
121 
19 


2,779 


421 


424 


_3  ^4  90 


1925-26 


Cars 

211 
239 
410 
9 
31 

2 
24 

2 
44 
6 


973 


2,668 
55 
246 
209 
5 

2 
1 

15 
27 
12 


3  243 


146 

4 


63 


213 


4.434  

Mas  at  la/. 


1.336 

Compiled  from  statistics  forwarded  by  Vice  Consul  J~  Wineor  Ives  at 
Sinaloa. 

a/  Since  there  is  an  enterage  on  Mexican  oranges  in  the  United  States,  those 
shipments  represent  exoorts  to  Canada. 
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FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES: 


Exports  from  the  Mexican  West  Coast  to  the 
United  States 


Commodity 


Tomatoes  . . 
Cant  aloupes 
Peas  .... 
Chili  . . . 
Cucumbers 
Onions  . . 
Garlic  , . 
Potatoes 
Lettuce  . 
Honey  Dew  n 
String  "beans  .  . 
Mixed  vegetable 

Bananas   

Oranges  by 
Watermelons  . . . 
Cauliflower  . , . 

Egg  Plant   

Lemons   

All  others   

Total   


elons 


1920-21 


Cars 


300 


25 
81 


1,009 


1921-22 


Cars 

1,141 

75 

7 


78 

93 


1,396 


1922-23 


oars 

1,724 
100 
72 
91 

1 


11 

125 
9 
60 


2,194 


1923-24 


Cars 

2,058 
126 
38 
108 
7 


183 
3 
93 


2,711 


1924-25 


^a.rs 

2,647 
150 
201 
163 
1 
29 
1 
4 
21 
44 

125 
20 
84 


3,490 


1925-26 


Cars 

3,025 

298 
656 
218 
5 
31 

4 
25 


17 

90 
56 
6 


3 


4,434 


1926-27 


Cars 

4,636 

923 
392 
a/ 
V 


a/ 

333 


6,289 


Compiled  from  statistics  forwarded  by  Vice  Consul  J,  Winsor  Ives  at  Mazatlan, 
Sinaloa. 

3./  Included  in  "All  others". 

b/  Since  there  is  an  embargo  on  Mexican  oranges  in  the  United  States,  these 
shipments  represent  exports  to  Canada. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 

F.J5.  November  23,  1927 

V-2~"  FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 


VF. 'JET  .ABLE  PJLOg^CTS  FOP.  ISLE  OF  ?TNES  AND  EXPORTS  FROJ  CUBA 

A  1937-23  vegetable  acreage  soinewhai:  smaller  than  that  of  1925-27 
is  anticipated  in  the  Isle  of  Pines,  according  to  reports  received  in  the 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Vice  Consul  Sheridan  Talbot t  at 
Nueva  Gerona,    Financial  difficulties  5r.cideni.al  r.o  the  purchase  of 
commercial  fertilizer*  are  oited  a;:  an  outstanding  cause  for  the  reduced 
acreage,  of  which  r.o  accurate  figures  are  available.     Shipments  from  the 
IslA'-of  Pines  during  the  1926-2'!"  season  vere  reduced  Considerably  as  the 
result  of  the  harr5.ca).\e  experienced  in  October  1925,  and  the  drought 
which  lasted  throughout  the  season.    Products  from  the  Isle  of  Pines  are 
usually  shipped  to  Ner  York  via  Havana,  and  are  recorded  as  exports  from 
Cuba. 

Consul  Edward  Guffery  at  Havana  submits  figures  indicating  a  marked 
increase  in  the  1927  exports  of  vegetables  from  that  port  to  the  United 
States-     Figures  for  1927  cover  the  period  January  to  June,  "but  according 
to  the  Consul  that  period  covers  the  movements  of  practically  all  veg- 
etable shipments  except  okra*     Shipments  of  okra  will  begin  again  this 
month.     Owing  to  the  indicated  losses  last  year  in  the  Isle  of  Pines,  it 
appears  that  Cuba  has  increased  vegetable  -production  materially  to  bring 
about  the  outstanding  increases  in  exports  indicated  in  the  1927  figures, 
especially  in  tomatoes. 

VEGETABLES:    Exports  from  the  port  of  Havana,  calendar  years  1925 
and  1925  and  January  -  June,  1927 


Commodity 

\  1925 

1  1926 

:  1927 

January- June 

:  Pounds 

:  Poi.mds 

',  Pounds 

Lima  beans,  frrsh   

i  552,484 

656 r 623 

1,658,350 

Tomatoes,  fresh   

2,519,450 

5,822^588 

12,027,916 

( 

39,532 

( 

10,903,633 

( 

8 , 220 

)  11,639,9^9 

14,724,514 

(. 

13,964,277 

/ 

( 

3,467,501 

( 

230,449 

( 

203 , 937 

Other  fresh  vegetables  .. 

(. 

200,131 

.0 


28 


St 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
Washington 

F*S..  November  30,  1927 

V-3 

FOREIGN  NEWS  ON  VEGETABLES 


BAHAMA.  TOMATO  PROSPECTS 


Indications  are  that  the  3ahama  7.s?ands  will  have  a  larger  tomato 
crop  for  the  1927-28  season  than  was  shipped  last  year,  according  to  a 
report  da'jed  November  15  from  C.  C.  Broy,  American  consul  at  Nassau.  No 
figures  on  acreage  or  production  are  available,  but  the  success  met  with 
last  season  is  said  to  have  resulted  in  a  considerable  increase  in  tomato 
areas-    The  first  shipment  for  this  season  left  Nassau  on  November  7,  and 
the  second  on  November  10,  the  total  weight  invoiced  being  26,925  pounds, 
practically  all  being  destined  for  New  York  direct.    The  first  shipments 
are  reported  as  having  brought  $7.00  per  crate  for  first  grade  (144  to  the 
crate);  $6.00  for  second  grade  (180  per  crate) and  $5.00  for  third  grade, 
(216  to  the  crate).     Total  exoorts  from  the  Bahamas  for  the  1926-27  sea- 
son reached  9,311,000  pounds  against  6,419,000  pounds  for  the  preceding 
season.     The  shipping  season  runs  from  November  to  April,  with  the  bulk 
of  the  crop  moving  during  December,  January  and  February.    A  small  quan- 
tity of  the  exports  move,  by  ^ater  to  Miami  and  thence  by  rail  to  New  York. 

Reports  regarding  the  condition  of  the  crop  are  very  favorable,  the 
consul  states.    Weather  conditions  are  said  to  have  been  good  for  most  of 
the  growing  season,  and  should  they  continue  so,  some  growers  anticipate 
a  crop  twice  the  size  of  last  year's.     The  island  of  Ne^  Providence,  upon 
which  Nassau  is  located,  is  the  leading  producing  area,  followed  by  the 
island  of  Eleuthera.     Formerly  the  total  crop  ras  produced  on  those  two 
islands,  but  this  year  tomatoes  have  been  planted  on  a  number  of  others. 
The  crop  is  concentrated  at  Nassau  for  shipping  to  New  York.  Tomatoes 
are  grown  largely  in  pot  holes  in  the  rocky  surface  of  the  islands  where 
most  of  the  scant  soil  is  found.     Fertilizer  is  required  and  considerable 
amounts  have  been  imported  from  the  United  States  in  recent  months.  The 
building  of  good  roads  is  said  to  have  stimulated  the  tomato  industry, 
and  efforts  are  being  made  to  provide  better  water  transport  to  Nassau. 
Considerable  damage  was  inflicted  on  the  crop  of  1926  by  the  hurricanes 
of  that  season,  but  in  spite  of  that,  the  season  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  best  in  recent  years. 


ACREAGE  REVISIONS  ON  MEXICAN  WEST  COAST 

Acreage  revisions  slightly  upward  for  tomatoes  and  more  materially 
so  for  peas  are  reported  from  the  Guaymas  consular  district  by  H.  S. 
Burs ley,  American  consul  at  Guaymas.     That  area  is  Of  considerable  import- 
ance in  connection  with  peas  from  the  Mexican  west  cosst,  but  the  tomato 
areas  are  less  significant.     For  peas,  the  area  is  now  placed  at  11,499 


V-3 


-  2  - 


acres  against  an  earlier  estimate  of  8,000  acres  and  5,050  acres  for 
last  year.     The  tomato  figures  now  stand  at  3,500  against  3,000  for 
"both  earlier  in  the  season  and  last  year.    The  best  informed  authorities, 
according  to  the  consul,  place  probable  tomato  shipments  for  the  current 
season  at  510  carloads  against  290  for  last  year,  and  pea  shipments  at 
1,376  carloads  against  800  for  1926-27.     In  the  consul1 s  opinion,  the 
figure  for  neas  is  too  high  unless  ideal  conditions  prevail,  which  occurs 
only  once  in  about  five  years.     The  figures  above  antedate  the  report  of 
the  traffic  surveyors  for  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  of  Mexico,  who 
were  expected  at  Guaymas  around  November  13.    Any  wide  divergence  from 
the  above  data  appearing  in  that  report  will  be  re-ported  as  soon  as 
available. 

Crop  conditions  were  reported  as  very  good  as  late  as  November  6, 
with  the  fields  entirely  free  from  disease.     The  consul  reports  the  gen- 
eral opinion  that  the  average  yield  of  peas  will  run  1  carload  per 
8-1/3  acres  and  not  per  10  acres,  as  was  estimated  at  the  beginning  of 
last  season.     No  change  is  expected  in  the  yield  of  tomatoes,  which  runs 
1  carload  per  7  acres.    Farmers  are  said  to  be  learning  that  cultivation 
is  preferable  to  irrigation  in  their  region,  and  have  been  obtaining  a 
better  product .    A  reduction  in  the  number  of  floodings  is  said  to  re- 
duce damage  from  fungus  diseases.     The  first  shipments  of  tomatoes  were 
expected  to  move  around  November  15,  somewhat  earlier  than  the  first  move- 
ment of  the  Sinaloa  crop.     See  Foreign  Sen/ice  release  F.S./V-l,  October 
24,  1927,  for  a  summary  of  the  Mexican  west  coast  vegetable  industry. 
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FIRST  SHIPMENTS  OF  FRESH  VEGETABLES  FROM  MEXICA1T  WEST  COAST  FOR  1927-28 


The  first  shipments  of  fresh  vegetables  of  the  1927-28  season  cross- 
ed the  border  from  the  Mexican  West  Coast  into  the  United  States  at  Nogales 
on  November  19,  1927,  and  consisted  of  two  carloads  of  tomatoes,  according 
to  a  report  received  in  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  from  Consul 
Henry  C.  A.  Damm  at  Nogales.     With  subsequent  shipments  of  vegetables  up 
to  the  end  of  the  month  the  total  shipments  for  November  consisted  of 
699,700  pounds  of  tomatoes  or  32  carloads  valued  at  ^31,240,  and  about  1 
carload  of  green  peas  and  peppers  of  which  13,900  pounds  were  peas  valued 
at  y751  and  5,300  pounds  were  peppers  valued  at  $17?.    Mflst  of  the  tomato 
shipments  were  consigned  to  firms  in  Nogales  and  Tuscon,  Arizona,  from 
whence  they  were  distributed  and  routed,  but  a  fe«"  carloads  were  consigned 
direct  to  Chicago  and  Minneapolis.     The  green  peas  were  consigned  direct  to 
Chicago, 

Outlook  for  the  senc-nn 

So  far  the  outlook  for  a  good  season  for  growers  and  shippers  ap- 
pears favorable,  states  the  Consul.     The  area  planted  to  tomatoes  this  sea- 
son is  much  smaller  than  last  year,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  crop  will 
be  larger.     The  area  planted  to  green  peppers,  however,  is  somewhat  larger. 
The  weather  thus  far  during  the  growing  season  has  been  ideal.  Consider- 
able reorganization  has  taken  place  among  shippers  in  Nogales  since  last 
season,  but  it  still  remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  will  cooperate  and 
avoid  the  unsystematic  distribution  which  accounted  for  much  of  the  loss 
suffered  last  year,  states  Consul  Damm, 

Market  prices 

There  is  no  market  price  for  the  fresh  vegetables  crop  of  the  West 
Coast  and  the  invoice  values  are  more  or  less  arbitrary,  states  Consul 
Damm. ^  All  shipments  are  on  consignment.     The  tomatoes  thus  far  shipoed 
were  invoiced  at  3  cents  a  pound  to  ^hich  nas  added  the  cost  of  packing 
containers  and  freight  to  the  border.     Additional  charges  at  the  border 
vary  from  $5  to  $10  a  car  for  brokerage,  32.50  to  $5  for  handling  charges, 
and  $4  to  35  for  inspection,  depending  on  the  amount  of  work  required  in 
connection  with  making  customs  house  entries  and  getting  the  goods  across 
the  border.     Green  peas  were  valued  at  5  cents  a  pound,  and  green  loep-oers 
at  3  cents  a  pound,  with  the  same  border  charges  accruing  as  for  tomatoes. 
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MEXICAN  'TEST  COAST  TOMATO  CROP  DAMAGED 


A  loss  of  35  to  40  t>er  cent  in  the  tomato  crop  of  the  Los  Mochis 
district  (Fuerte  Valley)  has  resulted  from  the  rains  occurring  in  that 
area  on  December  14,  according  to  telegraphic  advices  from  Consul  Wm.  P. 
Blocker  at  Mazatlan,    The  damage  in  other  districts  was  not  serious.  The 
rains  also  Fashed  out  a  railway  bridge  and  thus  held  up  shipments  of 
vegetables  to  the  United  States,  but  it  is  expected  that  rail  comnunicat ions 
will  be  open  by  December  23. 

It  was  expected  that  about  5,500  cars  of  tomatoes  would  be  shitmed 
from  the  Mexican  West  Coast  to  the  United  States  during  the  1927-28  season, 
according  to  an  estimate  of  the  Traffic  Department  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railway  of  Mexico.     Of  this  amount,  it  was  estimated  that  the  Fuerte  Valley 
would  supply  1,700  cars  or  about  30  per  cent.    A  reduction  of  between  600 
and  700  cars  from  the  Fuerte  Valley  estimate  is  indicated  by  Consul  Blocker's 
report . 
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MOVEMENT  0?  MEXICAN  TOMATOES  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  INTERRUPTED 

The  movement  of  tomatoes  over  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  of 
Mexico  from  Mexican  West  Coast  points  from  the  Fuerte  River  Valley  south 
has  been  interrupted  indefinitely  by  the  destruction  on  December  28  of 
the  temporary  bridge  structure  on  that  railroad,  according  to  a  telegram 
from  Consul  Win.  P.  Blocker  at  Mazatlan.     This  bridge  had  been  erected 
following  the  washout  caused  by  heavy  rains  on  December  14.     See  Foreign 
Service  Release,  V-5,  dated  December  21. 

West  Coast  tomatoes  are  now  moving  to  the  United  States  via  Texas 
border  ports,  states  Consul  Blocker.     This  means  a  long  haul  from  the 
Fuerte  River  Valley  south  on  the  Southern  Pacific  Railway  of  Mexico  to 
Guadalajara  or  vicinity  and  thence  north  to  the  Texas  border. 


